
   Equipment must 
be unobtrusive and 
aesthetically complement 
the building

   Easy to manage 
access credentials

   Reporting and tracking 
all entrants

   Technology needs 
to be future-proofed

Best Practice you are 
advised to implement

Access control for churches

Best Practice
Churches and other religious buildings need to be open 
and welcoming, but they also have a requirement to keep 
congregations, volunteers and employees safe from unwanted 
intruders. It is an issue accentuated by elderly volunteers, 
the prevalence of lone working by individuals, and the lack of 
money in many parishes unable to afford sophisticated security 
systems. Access control systems for churches help protect 
members by keeping intruders out, as well as providing added 
security for areas within church building such as the vestry, 
private offi ces, and storage rooms.

Best practice to follow:

Unobtrusive design — parish churches are often listed 
buildings and you will need to install door readers that are 
unobtrusive and can be mounted fl ush with the wall. Seek 
advice from a security company experienced in the aesthetic 
requirements of listed buildings. 

Access credentials must be easy to manage – access 
to your church should be effortless. Easy-to-manage credentials 
are essential, and as well as the tradition key cards and fobs, 
smartphones can also be used as keys. 

Attendance reporting and tracking — churchwardens and 
others in positions of authority will need to know who has 
entered your church on any particular day. Access control 
systems can produce detailed reports on who has entered 
the building and any restricted areas within it. These reports 
can also help you manage occupancy levels so that social 
distancing can be maintained.

Make sure the technology you choose can be easily adapted. 
Parishes need to be careful with their expenditure, and avoid 
installing expensive security equipment that may be obsolete 
in only a few years. Seek expert advice on a system that can be 
updated as new technology comes along, and will allow unlimited 
integrations with other systems. Cloud-based security systems 
will allow instant software upgrades, without the need for an 
engineer to manually adapt your system.


