
Best Practice

Many solar farms are on working farms where landowners have 
an agreement in place to graze their sheep. However having sheep 
moving around a site creates a security risk because of the large 
numbers of CCTV camera activations they create. This advice is 
designed to ensure that your site is managed in the best possible 
way to keep your property secure.

Option 1 - Sheep Detection

We can set up sheep detection by creating an outer and inner zone 
either side of the fence line. The camera analytics are set up to look 
for an activation in the outer zone, followed by the inner zone within 
5 minutes – this simulates someone crossing the fence line into the 
solar farm. Clearly if sheep are only inside the fence line, they will 
not create this type of activation and can be grazed without causing 
the issues outlined above. Sheep detection set up also requires a 
walk-test by a GBSG engineer to be performed to check that the 
system activates as it should. To ensure that the system is able to 
detect movement on both sides of the fence, grass and other foliage 
will need to be kept short in both the outer and inner zones.

Option 2 – add an internal fence line

The other way of accommodating grazing sheep within your site 
security is by adding an internal fence line to keep sheep away from 
the perimeter – which is where the CCTV is usually placed. This will 
allow the sheep to graze without moving within view of the cameras. 
The grass in the perimeter zone will need maintaining separately in 
these circumstances.

If you anticipate sheep will be grazed on your site we ask you to 
implement one of the above options to avoid disconnections to 
your CCTV system. The SLA we have with you allows GBSG to 
disconnect either individual cameras or the whole site until the 
issue is resolved. We are obviously reluctant to take this step, but 
may not be able to continue monitoring sites where customers 
choose not resolve the issue.

Best Practice if you have 
sheep on your site.

Issues around 
sheep grazing

 When sheep move around 
a site they will inevitably 
activate the CCTV cameras 
and send these activations 
back to our Control Room. If 
you do not have in place one 
of the best practice options 
we recommend this can lead 
to an unmanageable volume 
of work to the operators’ stack 
– with a consequent risk that 
intruders might be missed in 
the sheer volume of footage 
that must be looked through, 
and can also delay rapid 
response to the alarms being 
generated. 

 The best way to continue 
effective monitoring of your 
site is to set up either:  
1) sheep detection; or  
2) ensure that sheep are  
  not allowed in view of  
  the cameras.
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